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BRIEFING

11, Chinese Communists, Nationalists, and Russians all apparently
weiting further developments in Chinmen blockade situation,
A, Supply deliveries improved during last week, but average
daily total still below minimum regquirements of garrisen.
{Daily average last week 173 tons, previously was 100 ton::;
minimum requirement 309 tons dzily.) Taiwen Defense Cowmwp:nd

confident, however, minimum totals can soen be supplied.

State Dept. review completed

Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001000060004-6



I1X.

© 25X1

Chicoms have wade no new moves to tighten blockade. However, a:
supply picture brightens and K&tional;st air force continues its
excellent performance, Chicoms wAy coﬁe to balieve their

negotiating position has been weakened and decide to up wmilitary

stakes, Awmong weasures open to them are:

A,
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1. Bad weather, which will continue through wiater, forced
cancellstions convoys three days last weok,

2. As of 30 September food stocks on Chinmens totaled 36
days and asmunition stocks 29 days,
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Intensification of artillery interdietion.

c.

Mining of sea approaches., We have no evidence that Chicoms

considering this course, but we think it is a possibility,

Alr attacks against sea and aiy supply lines,

1. 8o far, Communist atreraft have made no attacks on eonvoys,
and are normally not ordered into Chinmen area by their
ground controllers,

2, So far, one Nationalist traasport plane has been lost
to antiaireraft fire.

Communists eould alse incresse pressure by more direct actiwm

such as sesizure of Tatan and Ehrtan, l
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1. Nationalists report that Communists using delayed action
fugses in artillery fire on Tatan and Ehrtan, This kiad
of fire is graduslly destroying defensive positiouns.

E. Coumunists could begin operatioms against hitherto unmolested

25X1
Matsus--interdiction or atiack.

¥, PFioally, Chicoms could meke major amphibious assault on Chin-

won itself, but thizs msesms unlikely at present.
1V. Before making any direct attacks, however, we think Chicoms woeld
want to improve performance of their sir force.

A, ¥We noted last wesk that there is evidence of high-performasce
sireraft operating in Strait ares (possibly MIG-19--FARMNER)
but no such aircraft have been used in combat,

B, Chicons might also want to tuse better pilots,

1. US embassy in Noscow cites first indications in Soviet
pregs that Soviet pileots being prepared psychologically

for "volunteoar" servicae in Far list.
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C., Chinat use of Sidewinder uissile has provokaa.a strong <h!uda¢ud
propagandas resction from Pnipiﬁg, and way resu}t in Chicoun |
use of similar Soviet-unde weapons,

1, Peiping calls Chinat use "ecriminal action® and proaises 51

"sunitive blows" against Chiaat air force.

Chinese Communists also continue their numbered warnings agajinst

U8 armed "provocations™ (19th was issued on 1 October). Nake

no threat of counter-action, but ws suspect Chicous wmay be

considering one or more of the courses listed above with the

object of:

A, Increasing pressure on US in Warsawv talks and/or,

B. Provoking unilsteral Chinat action which would give the
Communist bloc a case to take to the UK,
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